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2 "They are not, however, 'unbelievers' per se, but as the rhetorical questions (vv. 14b-16)
imply, unbelievers at worship in the Greco-Roman and mystery cults of Corinths.... Such uses
make it clear that 'unbelievers' are unconverted Gentiles who inhabit the dark world of idolatry
and immorality in such a city as Corinth, blinded people who are under the sway of the 'god of
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2 Barrett, pp.196-197, "In fact, what the paragraph requires is that those addressed should avoid idolatry
and moral defilement. This is no more than what Paul requires in | Corinthians; it may suffice to quote |
Cor. vi.18 (Flee from fornication) and x.14 (Flee from idolatry)." %l |f JﬁF’T’ il FLFS Bruce, p.214,
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% "Byt to translate Paul's term as 'mismated’ would probably limit it too specifically. Doubtless he does
have in view the contraction of a marriage between a believer and an unbeliever, but he might be
thinking also of business partnerships. In the ancient world, a business association was not divorced from
other aspects of life: rather, the partners were expected to share the 'ups and downs' together, belonging
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New International Version
"... But if her husband dies, she is free to marry anyone she wishes, but
he must belong to the Lord."”

New American Standard Bible

" ... but if her husband is dead, she is free to be married to whom she
wishes, only in the Lord."

King James Version

"... but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom
she will; only in the Lord."

Revised Standard Version

"A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. If the husband dies,
she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord."
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Young's Literal Translation
"... and if her husband may sleep, she is free to be married to whom she
will -- only in the Lord;"
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* The last clause is usually taken to mean, "She may marry anyone she pleases, provided he is a
Christian", but, as Lightfoot points out, this narrows Paul's meaning — "She must remember that
she is a member of Christ's body; and not forget her Christian duties and responsibilities";
similarly Schlatter. It is reasonable to add that, in view of the difficulties caused by mixed
marriages (see vii. 12-16), a widow exercising her right to second marriage would no doubt be
wise to choose a Christian husband. (Barrett, p.186)
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