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ABSTRACT

In a series of two papers, | will pursue a dialogue with the postmodern view of
self from a Christian perspective. In this paper, | first trace the development of
the view of self from the pre-modern period to the modern period and then to the
postmodern period. | then explain how various kinds of postmodern thought, in
contrast with the modern worship of a self-sufficient and unitary self, emphasize
the plurality, contingency, and fragmentation of our selves. The more extreme
postmodernists (e.g. Foucault) even proclaim the death of Man or Self, and they
celebrate this as the victory of untrammeled freedom and the ultimate liberation
from all restraints. | further explore the social and cultural roots of the death of
Self: consumerism and media culture. In the second half of this paper, | provide
a critique of the death of Self thesis. | argue that this view is unsatisfactory from
the perspectives of moral responsibility, interpersonal relationship,
psychological consequence, and common experience. | further argue that
Foucault’s later transition to an aesthetics of existence shows the dilemma
inherent in a postmodernist view of self, which is linked to the loss of
transcendence in postmodernism.
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