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The contemporary development of theological anthropology is related to the
renaissance of the doctrine of the Trinity in the 20th century. Many theologians
are inspired by the Trinitarian concept of person, from which they establish a
doctrine of man from a social and relational perspective. In fact the view ‘person
as relational being’ becomes significant in our times. However, Harriet A. Harris
rejects this view. This paper thus provides a response to her view as a starting
point. The first task is to point out how her view may be affected by the Western
metaphysics of subjectivity. The author then argues that the metaphysics of
subjectivity would lead to an inappropriate understanding of self-identity and
self-concept. In view of these problems, the second part of this paper thus makes
a comparison between Martin Heidegger’s Dasein and Colin E. Gunton’s concept
of person in order to show how they criticize the problems in different ways.
Based on this comparison, it is expected that an appropriate interpretation of the
view ‘person as relational being’ can act as an effective way to tackle the
problem of subjectivity theologically.
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